
Aboriginal Land 
Central Australia has several areas and 
sites of great significance to Aboriginal 
people. You have numerous opportunities 
to visit these sites, but remember that 
access is a privilege. Always obey all signs 
and leave areas as you found them. For 
further information please contact the 
Central Land Council on (08) 8951 6211.

Dust 
Dust on outback roads can pose a danger, 
obscuring vision of the road ahead. It is 
best to wait for it to settle and travel with 
headlights on.

Fatigue 
Distances in Central Australia are long and 
fatigue is one of the most frequent causes 
of serious motor vehicle accidents. As a 
general rule, you should stop for a 15-minute 
rest break for every two hours of driving, 
change drivers, take a walk and drink some 
water.

Fires 
Under the NT Bushfires Act cooking fires 
are permitted in designated areas or if 
the area has been cleared of flammable 
vegetation for a radius of four metres. 
Fires must be fully extinguished before 
being left.

Floods 
Despite the great climate, it does rain 
heavily from time to time in the Centre.  
Unless you are sure of the water depth, 
flow rate and any road damage, do not 
attempt to cross flooded bridges or 
causeways.

Fuel and Food 
The Centre is a big place with food and fuel 
stops often between 100kms and 300kms 
apart. Travel in remote areas may require 
you to carry additional fuel as some remote 
service stations have restricted opening 
hours and limited credit card facilities. It is 
advisable to carry basic supplies such as a 
tyre jack, spare tyre and tow rope.

Lost or Broken Down 
A missing vehicle is easier to locate than 
missing people, so never leave your vehicle 
regardless of the circumstances. If you 
intend to leave a main road, let someone 
trustworthy know of your plans, and your 
expected time of arrival. Importantly, let 
them know you have arrived safely.

Pastoral Property 
If you drive off-road, be sure you are using 
a public access road or that you have 
permission to travel on the property.

Road Information 
Road conditions can change rapidly, for 
up to date information contact the Visitor 
Information Centre on (08) 8952 5800 or 
by phoning 1800 246 199.

Seat Belts 
By law, seat belts must be worn and 
fines apply for not doing so. A seat belt 
may not only save your life, but may also 
prevent the serious injuries and permanent 
disabilities that can arise from a motor 
vehicle accident.

Speed Limits 
While the NT has a 130km speed limit on a 
majority of roads, you should drive at a speed that 
suits the type of road, the vehicle you are driving 
and the weather. If you are not used to driving 
the type of vehicle you have hired, you should 
consider driving slower to enable you to stop for 
any of the hazards you may suddenly encounter.

Stock and Wildlife 
Many roads in Central Australia are not 
fenced. Stock and wildlife can wander across 
the road, often without warning. Try to avoid 
driving at dawn, dusk and after dark. 

Travelling with Pets 
Dogs and cats cannot be taken into any 
NT National Park and many caravan parks 
do not allow pets. The Visitor Information 
Centre can provide advice about dog 
kennels and catteries in Alice Springs.

TRAVELLING TIPS Aboriginal Land Permits
Central Land Council
33 North Stuart Highway  
PO Box 3321 • Alice Springs NT 0871 
T (08) 8951 6211 • F (08) 8953 4345  
Open: Mon-Fri 8am-12pm/2-4pm

Mereenie Loop Permits
(Permits to be purchased in person) 

Tourism Central Australia Visitor Information Centre 
Gregory Terrace • Alice Springs • T (08) 89525 800 • F (08) 8953 0295  
Open: Mon-Fri 8.30-5.30, Sat, Sun & Public Holidays 9am-4pm 

Glen Helen Resort 
Namatjira Drive • Alice Springs • T (08) 8956 7489 • F (08) 8956 7495  
Open: Daily 7am-Midnight 

Hermannsburg Petrol Station 
Larapinta Drive • Alice Springs • T (08) 8956 7480  
Open: Mon-Sat 8.30am-5.30pm, Sun 10am-5.30pm 

Kings Canyon Resort 
Watarrka National Park • T (08) 8956 7442  
Open: Daily 6.30am-9.30pm

Attraction	 Approximate	 Approximate 

	 Distance	 Drive Time

Arltunga Historical Reserve 	 110 km 	 1hr 15min

Chambers Pillar Historical Reserve 	 167 km 	 2hr 15min

Corroboree Rock 	 43 km 	 35min

Ellery Creek Big Hole 	 80 km 	 1hr

Emily Gap Nature Park 	 10 km 	 10min

Finke Gorge NP (Palm Valley) 	 138 km 	 2hr 30min

Glen Helen Gorge 	 132 km 	 1hr 15min

Jessie Gap Nature Park 	 17 km 	 20min

Kata Tjuta/Mt Olga 	 500 km	 5hr 15min

N’Dhala Gorge Nature Park 	 90 km 	 1hr 20min

Ormiston Gorge	 135 km	 1hr 15min

Rainbow Valley Conservation Reserve	 97 km 	 1hr 45min

Redbank Gorge	 156 km 	 1hr 45min

Ruby Gap Nature Park 	 150 km 	 4hr N/A

Serpentine Gorge 	 99 km 	 1hr N/A

Simpsons Gap 	 17 km 	 20min N/A

Standley Chasm 	 50 km 	 35min N/A

Trephina Gorge Nature Park 	 85 km 	 45min N/A

Uluru /Ayers Rock (Stuart Hwy) 	 461 km 	 4hr 45min 

Watarrka NP/Kings Canyon (Stuart Hwy)  	 471 km 	 4hr 40minD
IS

TA
N

C
ES

 F
R

O
M

 A
LI

C
E 

SP
R

IN
G

S
P

ER
M

IT
S

contentsThis guide is intended as an informative planning 
tool to help plan your holiday. Contained within 
are accommodation, tour, vehicle hire and 
attraction listings as well as maps and essential 
information. 

Further, detailed information and advice is 
available by contacting the

Northern Territory  
Holiday Centre	 

Phone 13 67 68     
www.travelnt.com
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